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DATES
TO REMEMBER

IN UNITY AND PEACE (Reprise)

August 10 - 11
Hillsboro Charity
Tractor Pull

Look, how good and how pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity! 2 It is like the precious oil poured on the head, running down on the
beard, the beard of Aaron, running down on the collar of his robes.
3
It is like the dew from Hermon running down on the mountains of Zion.
For there the Lord commands this blessing: life to eternity. (Psalm133)

August 10 & 25
9:00 AM
Farmers’ Market at
Farmers State Bank
Wonewoc

I was thinking about this psalm and an issue I want to address when I jotted
down the title of this article, which is the title of a hymn in our Christian Worship
Supplement, hymn 773. Then I started thinking that this seemed a bit familiar. I
looked back and, sure enough, I wrote an article for the November, 2015 newsletter entitled, “IN UNITY AND PEACE.” It also led off with Psalm 133. I guess
I’m glad to know that my memory still seems to be functioning decently, and I
wanted to say something in case you thought this sounded familiar as well.

August 12
9:00 AM
Worship and
Installation Service
for Miss Brander

But there’s a difference in this newsletter article. The one from three years ago
was meant to encourage us to come together regularly to worship. Of course,
many do. We’d still love to see more of our members join us more regularly, but
we are thankful for all who come together whenever they come together.
What I want to address in this article is the possibility of a merger uniting our
congregation with St. Paul’s in Hillsboro and, possibly, Zion in Elroy. I’m going
to list a few things here in no particular order, but I would appreciate it if you
would read them carefully so you know what is going on and, just as importantly, what isn’t going on:

August 13 - 14
5:30 – 7:00 PM
School Open House
September 4
8:00 AM
School Begins
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1. THIS IS NOT A DONE DEAL. I’m sorry that there hasn’t been a lot of information out there, but it’s mostly because there is not a lot of information to
share, really just ideas, and they are mostly my ideas, but others have also had
some of these ideas and would like to explore them.
2. THE MAIN IMPETUS FOR EXPLORING THIS IDEA IS GOSPEL MINISTRY.
We should all want the gospel of Jesus, uncorrupted by false teaching, to be
proclaimed in as many places as possible. Things have been a challenge in our
sister congregations in Hillsboro and Elroy. It’s possible that they can make a
turnaround without such a big change, for with God all things are possible. Humanly speaking, however (and God does call on us to use the wisdom he gives,
even as we rely on his Word), if there is no change, there is a strong possibility,
even likelihood, that they will eventually close their doors. We are being encouraged by our synod leaders to reach out into neighboring communities. To
close doors would be a step in the wrong direction.
3. THIS IS NOT ABOUT MORE MONEY FOR ST. PAUL’S IN WONEWOC. IT’S
ABOUT POOLING OUR RESOURCES TO CARRY OUT MINISTRY IN THE
BEST WAY POSSIBLE. In my conversations with people from Hillsboro and
Elroy, I’ve made this as clear as I can, and you need to understand this too. If
my reasoning was to get more money for the ministry we carry out in Wonewoc,
that would be truly despicable. We want people in the towns of and the areas
around Wonewoc, Hillsboro, and Elroy to know about their Savior, that the Holy
Spirit might bring them into his kingdom.
(continued on page 2)
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(From the Pastor – continued from page 1)
There are many other ideas about what this
would look like. While they are interesting to talk
about, nothing can happen until the leadership of
the congregations get together and talk, and then
each entire congregation must take the information gathered, talk some more, and decide
whether or not to unite. I’ll say it again with emphasis: NOTHING WILL HAPPEN WITHOUT
THE APPROVAL OF EACH CONGREGATION. I
also think it’s important that we don’t rely on the
voice of a small group of people that usually
makes up a voters meeting. We’ll need as many
people as possible weighing in, and we’ll explain
things and seek your input IF we get that far. And
we would need a super-majority to agree on this.
In other words, to unify it takes real, godly unity,
which is always what we want. For now, please
keep this possibility in your prayers, regardless of
what you think of it right now, especially praying
for what is best for the proclamation of the gospel
of Jesus in our area. Remember, without the
gospel, there is no salvation. Thank you!
ANNUAL VOTERS’ MEETING
The annual voters meeting will be held on August
5, at 10:30 AM. Items on the agenda include
membership changes, renewal of the line of credit, setting a new debt reduction goal and election
of a trustee to fill the currently vacant position. All
members, voting and non-voting, are encouraged
to attend.
HELP IS NEEDED FOR HILLSBORO CHARITY
TRACTOR PULL AUGUST 10-11!!
St. Paul’s churches in Hillsboro, and Wonewoc
and Zion in Elroy are teaming up again this year
to sell concessions at the Hillsboro Charity Tractor Pull. Lots of volunteers are needed. There
are shifts available both Friday and Saturday. If
you can help, can contact Steve Mitchell (4892797).
INSTALLATION SERVICE
Installation for Miss Annalies Brander will be August 12 at the 9:00 AM service. Fellowship and
refreshments will follow. We would like to welcome Miss Brander with a “shower” gift of nonperishable food and household items or gift
cards. We have a collection area on one of the
side tables in the church basement if you would
like to contribute.

FARMERS’ MARKET DATES
Farmers’ Market will be held on August 11 and 25,
from 9-11:30, in front of the Wonewoc Bank. If you
have goods you would like to share you can bring
them to the church basement on the Friday evenings before or the bank on the day of the event.
Thank you for helping with this community outreach.
ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT
Oh boy! It is way too early to think about December activities…or is it? We are looking for ladies
who would be willing to help plan our 2nd annual
Advent by Candlelight program. Our first program
was well received and we would like to continue
this as a regular activity for the Advent season.
Please talk to Jan Fick if you would be willing to
help get this going for 2018.

Baptisms

… “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

Suanne Olivia Seipp
Avery Christine Erie
Amandus Alan Wolfe

July 8
July 15
August 5

Called Home

“I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one
will snatch them out of my hand.”

Alieth M. R. Degner
July 7, 2018
Ronald D. Krueger
July 13, 2018
(A memorial service for Ron will be held on August
23 at 11:00 AM, here at St. Paul’s)

Memorials and Gifts
Fund
Debt Reduction
Undesignated
School Memorial
Altar Guild

In Memory/Honor of
Elmer Wells
Beth Good
Beth Good
Beth Good
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School Scoop
Celebrating 138 Years of
Christian Education

The halls are quiet right now, but in just a little more than a month, students will be filling them
with sound and activity as school begins. This year, school will begin on September 4, the day
after Labor Day. We have some differences with Wonewoc-Center’s calendar, especially in regard to one Monday each month that will require parents to transport their children, so please
take note of those changes. This year, the handbook, school calendar and other important information is all on our website. Go to the school page for this information and let us know if
you have questions or need a paper copy.
School registration took place on July 29 and 30, but if you were not able to make those dates,
please call the office at 464-3212 and we will help you find a time to register. School open
house will be held the evenings of August 13 and 14. Watch for times in the bulletin.
We are excited for the year to begin with a new teacher, Miss Annalies Brander who will teaching 3-K and 4-K students. She is also eager to begin her year and is busy organizing the room
and planning activities. Installation for Miss Brander will be held on August 12 at the 9:00 AM
service. All are invited to attend.
Look for a new flag pole in front of school soon. We have not had one there since the new
sidewalk was installed at the main entrance in 2016, so it will be a welcome addition.
Please continue to keep our school and its ministry in your prayers as we humbly carry out the
blessing of a new school year with our Savior.
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—WELS—
Church address
119 South East Street
PO Box 125
Wonewoc, WI 53968
School Address
101 Church Street
Box 325
Wonewoc, WI 53968

August Birthdays
1
2
3
4
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
28
29
30
31

Scott Oetzman
Tracey McDonough, Matt Preston, Joseph Voigt
Emmalynn Herritz, Heather Mobley, Danny Ott, Lucas Weber
Alison Ratzburg, Connor Heiking, Arthur Schnurr, Denise Thayer
Ronnie Ott, Steve Robinson
Eileen McDermott, Joseph Preuss, Ella Snyder,
Jon Fanta
Kyla Dougherty, Don Gross, Harrison Oetzman, Jeff Potter, Sally Raese
Carmen Erickson, Jed Fanta
Doug Durkee, Cayden Miller, Ron Pagel, Ellen Schroeder
Karter Olson, John Roloff Sr.
Betty Burfeind, Aaron Pagel, Bianca Schroeder
Lucas Mitchell
Helen Rick
Leohnard Degner, Annette Gross, Emily Myers, Laura Schmidt, Keri Wafle
Jill Bender, Elijah Mobley
Paul Feldman, Colton Miller, Brynleigh Trankle, Eleanor Westedt
Matt Schmidt
Caitlin Wiese
Dale Nichols
Brett Mildbrand
Pam Burfeind, Ella Fry, Adam Hepp, Devon Pattridge
Tyler Laack, Shannon McDonough, Jamie Weise
Brenenn Ott, Tanya Whitney
Gordon Schmidt, Lance Thayer
Urijah Gehri, Geraldine Olson
Lilah Krueger
Richard Rick

Phone:
608) 464-3212

We’re on the Web!
See us at:
www.stplutheranwonewoc.com

Email:
Pastor:
Rev. Peter Snyder
Email:
revsnyder@stplutheranwonewoc.com

Principal & Grades 6, 7 & 8
Rick Zimmerman
zimmermanfp@gmail.com

Grades 3, 4 & 5
Jenell Snyder
Email:
jsnyder@stplutheranwonewoc.com

Grades 1 & 2
Helen Rick
Email:
hrick@stplutheranwonewoc.com

Kindergarten
Valerie Hagemann
Email:
vhagemann@stplutheranwonewoc.com

If we missed your birthday, we’re sorry. Please let us know and we will make the correction.

3K & 4 K
Annalies Brander
Email:
abrander@stplutheranwonewoc.com

Church/School Secretary
Jan Fick
Email:
secretary@stplutheranwonewoc.com
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