December 2018

“Proclaim”

DATES
TO REMEMBER
December 8
Christmas VBS
9:30 AM – 11:30 AM
December 9
Branches Band @ 8:00
& 10:30 AM Worship
Advent by Candlelight
12:00 PM
December 10
Parent Transport Day
Students Bring Lunch
December 12
Advent Worship
7:00 PM
December 21
Last Day of School
11:30 AM
Early Dismissal
December 23
Nativity Service
8:00 & 10:30 AM
December 24
Children’s’ Christmas
Eve Service
4:00 & 6:00 PM
Candlelight Christmas
Eve Service
8:00 PM
December 25
Christmas Day Worship
9:00 AM
December 31
Worship/Communion
3:30 PM – Wonewoc
7:00 PM - Hillsboro

Psalm
96:2
The Newsletter of St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

From the Pastor
PEACE
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward
mankind.” (Luke 2:14, EHV).
This was also in the newsletter of December 2017. Short and simple, but
it remains true.
My prayer for you is that you have peace.
- Not just a peaceful Christmas, although I do pray for that.
- Not just peace in your life and among your family, although I do pray
for that.
- Not just peace among nations, although I do pray for that.
My prayer above all is that you continue to find, enjoy, and take refuge in
the peace that only Jesus brings.
- Your sins are forgiven. (Hebrews 10:14-18; John 19:30)
- There is no condemnation for you. (Romans 5:1; 8:1)
- You are a child of God. (Galatians 3:26,27)
- Jesus rules all things for your good. (Ephesians 1:18-23)
- Heaven is your home. (John 14:1-6)
- There is no power or force that can separate you from God’s love.
(Romans 8:31-39)
May this peace govern your heart and life, that you may also be at peace
with others. A merry and blessed Christmas to you!
***
To this end, I will add something this year. I want to direct you to the Martin Luther College website where you can find a free Advent devotional.
The website is mlc-wels.edu. At the top of the page, you can hover your
mouse over “About” and a drop-down menu will appear. The very last
thing listed, under “Areas of Interest,” is “Publications.” Click on that and
on that page you will see a menu to the right. The second to last item
listed is “Seasonal Devotionals.” There you can either download the 2018
Advent devotions or sign up to have them emailed to you, one each day
beginning on December 1, all the way through to Christmas Day. Or you
can type in this address to get to that page directly:
mlc-wels.edu/publications/seasonal-devotions/
If you don’t have access to the internet but would like these daily devotions through Advent, call the church/school office and we will print one
for you and send it to you.
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Church News
You Are Invited!
Special Services in December

CHRISTMAS FOR KIDS!
A special Vacation Bible School day is being planned for
Saturday, December 8th from 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM. This
is for children ages 3 – 10. Bring your friends!

BRANCHES BAND ON DECEMBER 9
Branches Band will be assisting at our worship service
on December 9 at both the 8:00 and 10:30 AM services. Branches Band is a Milwaukee-based husband
and wife duo who sing hymns and Bible-based original
Christian songs for worship and concerts using acoustic
guitar, piano, vocal harmonies and light percussion.
They have provided music for the WELS International
Youth Rally, the LWMS National Convention and the
WELS Worship Conference as well as churches all over
the country. A free will offering will be taken on that
day help cover expenses of their full-time music ministry.

ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT
Our 2 annual Advent by Candlelight event will be held
on Sunday, December 9, beginning at 12:00 noon.
Many churches sponsor this women’s ministry activity
in early December. This is a time of quiet relaxation
with the focus on our Savior as we anticipate his coming. We will begin with lunch and fellowship in the
church basement and, following that, Branches Band
will be leading the program. Ladies, if you would like to
attend as a guest, please contact Jan Fick (office 4643212 or home 464-3579). (Note: No fellowship that
day as tables will be set for the luncheon).
nd

ADVENT WORSHIP
Our Advent observance will take place on Wednesday
December 12, at 7:00 PM. We hope that you can join
us as we prepare our hearts and minds for the coming
of our Savior.

2019 OFFERING ENVELOPES
Because of the flood repairs to the basement, envelopes for next year will not be available in the church
basement until December 16th. If you would like them
before then, please contact the church office. Please do
not use these new envelopes until after January 1 as
envelope numbers have changed. If you cannot find
your envelopes, or if the address on the label is not correct, please let the church office know (464-3212).

THE REASON FOR THE SEASON IS JESUS!
On December 23rd we are having a special Nativity service at the 8:00 and 10:30 service times. Come and
hear the Christmas story retold with the help of children and adults dressed in costume and illustrating a
narrative about the birth of Jesus.

POINSETTIA ORDERS FOR CHRISTMAS
If you are planning on having poinsettias or other flowers on the altar for the Christmas worship services,
please let Jan Fick know by calling the church office, no
later than December 19, so they can be noted in the
memorials for the Christmas bulletin. (If you ordered
from Blossoms and Bouquets, we have the information
for the bulletin already).

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
The Children’s Christmas Eve services will be held at
4:00 and 6:00 PM on December 24. This years’ service
is entitled “Saints and Angel Hosts Rejoice.”
CHRISTMAS CANDLELIGHT SERVICE
Christmas Candlelight worship will be at 8:00 PM on
December 24. This year’s theme is “The Glory of
Christmas”, a cantata for choir and congregation.
Congregation members are invited and encouraged to
bring their own candles to truly make this a “candlelight” service. (Battery operated only please for the
sake of safety).

SCRIP CARDS ARE AVAILABLE
If you would like to purchase Scrip Cards, for Christmas
gifts, or for your own use, please see Julie Smallwood
after church services or contact her at home 608-6463475 in the evenings

Memorials and Gifts

Fund
Undesignated
School Memorial

In Memory/Honor of

CHRISTMAS DAY
Christmas Day worship will be held at 9:00am with a
service of readings and songs.

Gift Amount
Mary Witz
Mary Witz

SHARED NEW YEAR’S EVE WORSHIP
New Year’s Eve worship will take place at 3:30 PM in
Wonewoc and 7:00 PM in Hillsboro with Pastors Prell
and Snyder sharing duties for liturgy and sermons.
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School Scoop
Celebrating 137 Years of
Christian Education

The Advent season is here. Soon, Christmas will be upon us and with it reflection regarding our faith. The sounds of Christmas songs and carols have been echoing
through our halls. Students are practicing for the Christmas program. They are eager
to share the Christmas message through their songs and recitations. The children’s
Christmas Eve service will be held on December 24, at 4:00 and 6:00 PM. The service
is titled “Saints and Angel Hosts Rejoice.” It is a children’s Christmas service focusing
on the songs of Luke’s gospel.
Our school is again looking to donate needed items to New Life Resource Center in La
Crosse. Items that are needed are posted below.
The boys are continuing their basketball season in the month of December. We thank
Steve Mitchell for leading these boys as they learn the game of basketball.
St. Paul’s will have a float in the Wonewoc Lighted Parade this year. Panther Parents
will be decorating the float in the coming weeks.
It is our prayer, that during this hectic time leading up to Christmas, the Lord will guide
us to keep our eyes focused on Christ and His coming.

Help Us With Our Giving Tree!
St. Paul’s students will be again be collecting items for
the

New Life Resource Center in LaCrosse, WI.
New Life especially needs 0 to 3 months baby clothes
(winter or summer), infant socks, baby shampoo
and lotion, Desitin ointment, baby wipes,
receiving/swaddling blankets, toys for
infants/toddlers to grasp/hold on to, board books,
and pack ‘n’plays, bouncer seats and baby baths in
good condition. Items can be new or gently
used. Items can be placed under our school
tree until December 17th. Thank You!
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Quarterly Voters Meeting Highlights - November 4, 2018
The meeting was called to order and opened with a devotion by Pastor Snyder.
Minutes for the August 5 annual meeting were presented in print and approved as presented. Minutes for the special
meeting June 3 were read and accepted as presented.
Pastor Report: presented by Pastor Snyder
1. There have been a few baptisms and 1 wedding
2. Funerals – Ronald Krueger, Glenna Cattle, Leohnard Degner, Ronnie Ott, Darcy Solchenberger, Mary Witz
3. Talks with Hillsboro congregation are still under way
Elders Report: presented by Samuel Mobley
1. Transfer In - Beverly Ward from Zion Elroy
2. Transfer Out -Todd and Laura Krueger and family to St. Paul Mauston, Gordon and Katherin Roesler to St. Matthew’s, Southridge, Keith and Tara Gates to St. Paul Hillsboro
3. Releases: Richard Lange & Lewis Lange, Rose Travino & Charlotte Allen, Amie Sobeck and children Devon, Ryan,
Matthew and Sarah Bubolz, Ryan Weber
All transfers and releases were approved.
Education Committee and Principal Report: presented by Principal Zimmerman
1. MAP test results have been completed and information compiled.
2. First Quarter missions were designated for Richland Center Outreach and second quarter will go to the Apache
Mission.
Steering Committee: presented by Steve Mitchell
1. The steering committee urges continued emphasis on meeting our debt reduction, communication and bathroom
remodel goals.
Cemetery Committee: presented by Tom Wolfe
1. Financials records were presented.
2. Some repairs were completed after the flood washout
Treasurer/Finance: presented Lee Kucher
1. Current debt is $103,061.33
2. Reminder that debt reduction to $75,000 is the goal by June 30 of 2019.
3. Building fund, Cemetery Fund, Synod Fund, Dedicated Account, General Fund, School Budget, and School Business funds were audited and found to be in good order.
4. $4,000 had to be borrowed last quarter.
Unfinished Business: presented by President Fick
1. Church sign - Several designs have been presented and after some discussion it was decided that a new sign
should be double sided and have a changeable copy message board, but not be electronic. We will go back to
companies for updated quotes.
New Business: presented by President Fick
1. A motion was approved to designate Thanksgiving offerings for debt reduction.
2. Board elections were held for 2 open trustee positions. Steve Fick and Dale Wells were elected to fill the positions.
3. An update was presented on the flood damage - $12,000 is needed and Insurance will provide about $6,000 less
our $2,500 deductible. Approval was given by the voters to proceed with repairs.
Trustees Action Items Report
a. An AED will be purchased using funds from memorial accounts.
b. A replacement amplifier has been purchased for the carillon system through special memorial donations.
c. A new computer is being purchased for the church and cemetery financial work and book-keeping.
d. New Christmas trees have been purchased for the church through special memorial donations.
Next quarterly meeting will be held on February 3, 2019
The meeting was adjourned and closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
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Minutes of Board of Trustees Meeting
November 20, 2018
The meeting was called to order at 6:35 PM by Chairman Steve Fick
Members Present: Steve Fick; Lee Kucher; Jim Voigt; Bruce Schroeder; Dale Wells; Troy Gander
Also present: Principal Zimmerman Not present: Sam Mobley; Pastor Snyder
The meeting opened with a short devotion and prayer by Principal Zimmerman.
The reading of the minutes of previous meetings was waived as none were available for review.
The Pastor’s report as presented was reviewed and approved as presented. Items noted were: Thanksgiving
Services – 3:30 PM in Wonewoc and 7:00 PM in Hillsboro; Branches Band will lead worship for December 9th
services; the Nativity Service will be presented on December 23rd; Christmas Eve services will be at 4:00 and
6:00 PM for the Children’s Service and 8:00 PM for the Candlelight Service; Christmas Day Service will be at
9:00 AM; New Year’s Eve Services will be 3:30 PM in Wonewoc and 7:00 Pm in Hillsboro.
There was no Elders report in the absence of Chairman Mobley, however the following membership change
was presented from the Pastor’s report: Zoe (Kaun) Wilcox of Boscobel has requested a release from
membership. The release was granted and recommended for approval at the next voter’s meeting on a
MOTION by Kucher; second by Gander. The motion carried.
The Principal’s report was presented by Mr. Zimmerman. Items noted were: Two additional students have enrolled bringing the total enrollment to 73 for the year to date; the flagpole has been installed at the school; Boys
basketball this year consists of only a “B team” from grades 3-6; Practice has begun for the children’s Christmas Eve Service; Early Childhood program has moved from the investigative stage to the analytical stage –
Steve & Maddie Mitchell are now members of the group; the Child Protection Policy has been developed and
will be completed soon.
The Education Committee report was presented by Gander. Item to note; they are moving forward with developing plans for restroom remodeling at the school.
The Finance Committee meeting was presented by Schroeder; Items to note: It was necessary to borrow
$10,000 at the end of October to meet expenses bringing the General Fund Debt to $110,767.99; Investigation
continues into obtaining credit cards for church and school purchases; Comparative quotes are being obtained
for building insurance to compare with Church Mutual.
The Treasurer’s Report was review by Kucher and accepted as presented: Noted items: The Mentor Program
for Analise Brander payment has been made; a new computer has been purchased for use by the Church Financial Secretary and Cemetery Board; An AED (Automatic External Defibrillator has been purchased with
Memorial Funds and will be installed in the church.
Unfinished business items discussed were: New quotes and designs have been requested for the church sign
based on recommendations from the Quarterly Meeting; Hubbs Construction will begin work on repair of the
basement flood damage the week of November 26th.
New business items discussed were: The exit/emergency lights at the school were not working during a recent
inspection by the local fire department. Replacement with new LED types was approved; It was noted that recent repairs to the furnace in the teacherage resulted in a recommendation for replacement by the service
company. A MOTION was made and seconded to obtain bids for the teacherage furnace project and to
proceed with the lowest bid using money from the memorials account. The motion carried.
The next Trustees Meeting will be held on December 18, 2018. This will be the organizational meeting.
A MOTION was made and seconded to adjourn at 7:15 PM. The motion carried.
Principal Zimmerman led in closing with The Lord’s Prayer.
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Branches Band
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—WELS—
Church address
119 South East Street
PO Box 125
Wonewoc, WI 53968
School Address
101 Church Street
Box 325
Wonewoc, WI 53968

December Birthdays
This is the day the Lord has made;
Let us rejoice and be glad in it…Psalm 118:24

1
3
4
5
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Paige Bender
Charlotte Allen
Vicky Durkee, Barb Ott, Patrick Raese
Amy Elder, Sawyer Frick, Bryan Schultz
Brantley Demaske, Joyce Fry
Draven Heiking, Jeff Wafle Jr.
Brady Baldwin, Mary Mayoleth
Russell Preuss Jr., Peyton Wafle
Alvin Hagemann Jr., Brad Hubele, Shirley Trettin
Christopher Frick, Jamie Ott, Steve Reed Jr., Tessa Snyder
Albert Peesel Jr., Rick Zimmerman
Trinity Erie, Stephanie White
Shelli Nelson, LaVonne Ott, Eugene Peesel, Christopher Rollins
Brittany Schultz, Linda Scott
Zander Myers, Andy Thayer, Madalynn Weber, Stuart Young
Chad Peek
Nolan Hanson, Keegon Stanek, Bruce Taylor
Jean Burfeind, Jaxon Fry, Tanner Kaun
Don Hubele
Nicholas Bolton, Ronnie Ennis, Josh Roehling
Kelsey Thorell
Leah Rachuj-Peek
Michelle Herritz, Steve Krueger
Daniel Preuss
Devin Fassel, Dan Fry
Dave Leak
Ethan Weber
Mary Shore
Natasha Wells
If we missed your birthday, we’re sorry.
Please let us know and we will make the correction.

Phone:
608) 464-3212

We’re on the Web!
See us at:
www.stplutheranwonewoc.com

Email:
Pastor:
Rev. Peter Snyder
Email:
revsnyder@stplutheranwonewoc.com

Principal & Grades 6, 7 & 8
Rick Zimmerman
zimmermanfp@gmail.com

Grades 3, 4 & 5
Jenell Snyder
Email:
jsnyder@stplutheranwonewoc.com

Grades 1 & 2
Helen Rick
Email:
hrick@stplutheranwonewoc.com

Kindergarten
Valerie Hagemann
Email:
vhagemann@stplutheranwonewoc.com

Early Childhood
Annalies Brander
Email:
abrander@stplutheranwonewoc.com

Church/School Secretary
Jan Fick
Email:
secretary@stplutheranwonewoc.com
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Evangelical Lutheran Church
119 S. East Street PO Box 125
Wonewoc, Wisconsin 53968
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