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From the Pastor

DATES
TO REMEMBER

SEMPER REFORMANDA (always reforming)
Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me (Ps
51:10).
Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing
of your mind. (Ro 12:2).
We were buried with (Jesus) through baptism into death in order that, just as
Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a
new life (Ro 6:4).

October 9
K-8 Field Trip
October 13
No School
October 15
Anniversary Sunday
Pot Luck Lunch
Following 10:30 AM
Service
October 16
No W-C Buses
Parents Must
Transport
October 26-27
No School - Teacher’s
Conference
October 29
Reformation 500
Joint Worship @
Alliant Energy Center,
Madison
October 31
6:30 PM
Reformation Pot Luck
& Hymn Sing
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We all know how easily words written centuries ago can be twisted to mean
whatever someone wants them to mean. We’ve seen over the last 20 years or
so (and probably longer than that) where any number of people, including our
elected officials, view the Constitution of the United States as a “living, breathing
document.” What they mean by this is that the constitution doesn’t keep its original meaning but shifts as the nation shifts and bends as the nation bends. This
is one of many reasons for the division we have in our country.
For much longer than the last couple of decades people have treated the Bible
in the same way. In a recent video that’s a part of series of videos we are showing between the Sunday services on the life of Martin Luther, those attending
heard the presenter quote Luther speaking on the attitudes of so many toward
the Word of God back in the 1500’s. They treated it “like a wax nose, twisting it
this way and that,” shaping it to fit their own ideas rather than letting the Word
shape their thoughts, words, and actions. Wouldn’t you agree that we have an
obligation, at the very least, to know, if at all possible, what the original intent of
an author and his writing is? This should be true especially when we’re considering such an important document as the constitution, which sets the foundation
for our way of life as a nation. How much more so, then, when we are considering a book that has the words of eternal life!
As we prepare to celebrate the 500th anniversary of the beginning of the Reformation, I’d like to share with you a phrase that came out of the 1600’s that may
or may not be familiar to you. It’s the Latin phrase semper reformanda, which
translates to “always reforming.” There are those who have taken this phrase to
mean that the church should change with the times. It’s supposed to always reform to remain relevant and to reach the people of today.
But if we are going to faithful to the original intent of the phrase as well as to the
Scriptures, we will understand it not as something we do but as something God
keeps doing for his church, both as individuals and as a body.
The question that should be asked is: What always needs reforming? The answer―and biblically it’s an easy one―is us. We need reforming―always! The
passages above make this very clear. We don’t just ask God once for a pure
heart and a renewed and steadfast spirit. We aren’t simply transformed once by
the renewing of our minds; it’s an ongoing action. While our baptism happened
once, the power of baptism (i.e., the gospel) doesn’t just give us a new life on
that day, but it gives us strength to rise to new life every day. We need this because sin doesn’t go away. We don’t conquer it “once and for all” in this life.
(Continued on page 2)
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From the Pastor (continued from page 1)
Understand that our salvation is one. This isn’t talking about that. It’s talking about our life as Christians.
Because sin is always with us, because our sinful mind can be led to doubt the truth and believe twisted,
false notions, our hearts and minds need to be reformed regularly. This is one of the reasons that some of
our more recent Lutheran forefathers, the professors at our Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary, about 100
years ago established a way of theology that became known as “Wauwatosa Theology” (that’s where the
seminary was located). It meant that when we have a question about what the Scriptures say we will not
rely on the Lutheran Confessions, even though we recognize them as faithful expositions of the Word of
God, nor will we rely on bible translations, no matter how faithful they are. We will always go back to the
Bible in the original languages and study the Scriptures anew. We aren’t looking for a new and different
understanding of things, nor are we saying that what we find in the Lutheran Confessions isn’t good. Rather, in every age we want to be able to confidently say, “Thus says the Lord.” Not, “Thus says Luther,” or,
“Thus say the reformers,” or, “Thus says this bible translation,” but “Thus says the Lord.”
May God continue to help us to see the need for a regular reforming of our hearts and use his word to
reshape us again and again in his image, with Jesus Christ always at the heart of it all as our perfect Savior from sin.

Baptisms

Chad James Peek
Leah Ina Marie Rachuj
Bellalia Marie Lindemeyer
Kenton Phillip Lindemeyer
Kinlee Eve Stanek

Church and Other News

September 22
September 22
September 22
September 22
October 1

FARMERS’ MARKET
Farmers’ Market ended the summer on September
23, will fall produce and cider and doughnuts for the
community. Donations received in the amount of
$256.00 for the summer will be given to the Wonewoc area food pantry. Thank you to all who organized, donated goods, or supported this community
outreach in any way.

September 23

QUARTERLY VOTERS’ MEETING
The quarterly voter’s meeting will be held on Sunday, November 5, following the 9:00 AM service.
Items on the agenda will include membership
changes, and other items. All members, voting and
non-voting, are encouraged to attend.

Marriages

Chad Peek and Leah Rachuj

LWMS FALL RALLY
LWMS Fall Rally will be held October 21 at St.
John’s, Baraboo. Beginning time is 10:00 AM. There
is more information on page 5 of this newsletter.

Funerals

Donovan Brandt
Marcelle Miller

September 3
October 4

Memorials and Gifts
Fund

In Memory/Honor of Of

Undesignated

Donovan Brandt

WONEWOC AREA LIONS FALL FESTIVAL
The Wonewoc Area Lions will be holding their Fall
Festival on Saturday, October 14 at the WonewocCenter School grounds. Activities that day include a
craft fair, wagon rides to the outdoor learning center, a 5K and 1 mile fun run, a volleyball tournament, kids’ tractor pull and a free blood pressure
and blood sugar check sponsored by Gunderson-St.
Joseph’s Health Services. Panther Parents will be
offering walking tacos on that day and other organizations will also have food booths.
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School Scoop
Celebrating 138 Years of
Christian Education

As we end the first month of school, our students and teachers are now familiar with the routines.
This year’s school theme is “It’s all about Jesus.” This is not a new thought. It has always been about
Jesus. We keep this as our focus this year by our work and attitudes.
Many things will be happening this month: (1) Our MAP testing will begin shortly. Three times a year
our K-8 students will test to see how their progression is going. (2) B-Team volleyball will be in full
swing throughout the month of October. Our annual volleyball tournament will be held on October 7 th.
Though we do not have an A-Team this year, we will continue to host this event. (3) Parents and
Teachers will be getting together to discuss the progression of the students on October 11 th and 12th.
(4) The Panther Parents’ 4th annual bike ride will be held on October 15th. (5) The Teachers’ State
Conference will be held on October 26th and 27th in Milwaukee.
Looking to the beginning of November, we have the Science and Fine Arts Fair in Onalaska, and our
Parents will be hosting a “Trunk or Treat” in the parking lot.
We thank you for your continued support. Please remember your school, students and faculty in your
prayers as this school year continues.

October Reformation Happenings
FREE SHOWING MARTIN LUTHER FILM - The recent PBS documentary about Martin Luther
and the Reformation, "The Idea the Changed the World," will be shown at the Elroy theater
Sunday, October 1st at 7pm. Admission is free.
1520: TURNING POINT, LUTHER’S BLUEPRINT FOR REFORMATION - Please join us at Luther
High School on Sunday, October 8 at 7:00 pm. There will be a presentation by Pastor John A.
Braun titled 1520: Turning Point, Luther’s Blueprint for Reformation, with discussion and
refreshments to follow. Pastor John A. Braun is Chairman of the WELS Reformation 500
Committee, author of Luther’s Protest: From 95 Theses to Reformation, contributor to A Return to Grace (Luther Film), and Executive Editor of Forward in Christ. The presentation will
cover topics including how Luther recovered the comfort and the power of God’s grace
through faith in Christ, and how that grace changes the way we understand the church. For
more information, visit www.lutherhigh.org.
REFORMATION 500 - Plans are in place for the joint worship service on October 29 at the
Alliant Energy Center in Madison. Everyone is warmly invited to this very special worship
service celebrating the 500th anniversary of the reformation and praising our Lord for his faithfulness. The service begins
at 4:00 PM. The Christian group Koiné will be leading a hymn sing after the service beginning at 6:00 PM. You can find
out more information by googling Reformation 500 Celebration on Facebook.
BUS TO MADISON - There is a sign-up sheet for riding a coach bus to the Reformation 500 district-wide celebration service in Madison on Sunday, October 29th. The service is at 4pm followed by a hymn-sing with the group KOINE at 6pm. If
you are interested in riding the bus, please sign up. The cost will be $10 per person.
SPECIAL REFORMATION CELEBRATION - OCTOBER 31 - A 500-year anniversary is a special occasion, and to commemorate this Reformation Day, St. Paul’s Wonewoc is planning a special celebration on October 31. A pot luck meal is being
planned for 6:30 PM (Bring your favorite German dish if you wish, but don’t feel you have to make it German). Following
the meal, we will be having a hymn sing with some of Martin Luther’s hymns among the selections. Please join us for
fellowship and praise to our Lord in song on October 31.
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Trustees Minutes - September 20,2017
The meeting was called to order and opened with devotion
Minutes - Presented in print, and accepted as presented
Pastors Report
1. 6 baptisms in next weeks 2 infant 2adult and 2 early education students
2. 1 wedding last month 2 more scheduled this fall
3. 1 funeral this month
Elders Report:
1. Discussed Joint services with Hillsboro and Elroy
a. Thanksgiving
b. New Year’s Eve
2. Ethan Danklefsen has joined the Elders Committee
Principal’s Report:
1. Our school theme for this year is “It’s all about Jesus”
2. Enrollment this year is up from 58 to 65.
3. Joretta Weber and Anita Huebner doing extended care this year
4. We are reaching limits on class size for the lowest grades and there is discussion on how to best address this opportunity
5. Two field trips have been planned for October
6. Panther Parents activities this month includes selling walking tacos at the Lions Fall Festival on October 14 and a bike outing
on October 15.
7. Girls Volleyball has only a B team which is doing very well this year. One eighth grader is playing with the public-school Ateam
8. New laptops for the faculty are being purchased thru memorials.
Education Report:
1. Video is being implemented to give a news of the school to the whole congregation. Format is being ironed out and the
time line too (once a month, quarter, semester, etc.)
2. Education committed will be spending some time working on the opportunity of too many children. We will be looking at
the possibilities such as another teacher or teachers aid or full on day care with staffing. As more information is gathered a
recommendation will come before the next school year.
Treasurer’s Report - presented in print
1. Current debt as of 8/31/17 $131,813.72
2. Over 24,000 has come in from the special envelopes
Unfinished Business
1. Basement remodel update - bathroom floors are finished
2. La Crosse Sign is working on some designs for a new church sign
3. School doors have three quotes in hand to look at and will make a decision next month to recommend to the voters
4. Thrivent statement was presented by Pastor for the board to read thru and make final recommendation at next meeting.
5. Steering Committee still working on recommendations on electronic giving and talking about technology in the sanctuary
Quarterly Voters Meeting has been set for November 5th after the 9:00 AM service
Next Trustees Meeting is Tuesday, October 17, 2017 at 6:30 PM.
The meeting was adjourned and closed with the Lord’s Prayer
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LWMS NEWS
On October 21st, ladies from our neighboring congregations will gather as members of the Scenic South Central Circuit of the LWMS at the Fall Rally at St. John’s in Baraboo to unite in our mission of serving Jesus. The
group meets at 10 A.M. for devotion, Bible study, a short business meeting, lunch and then the mission
presentation by Pastor Tony Schultz. Pastor Schultz is the brother of Missionary Terry Schultz who is serving
our mission outreach in Haiti. He has been there several times so is very familiar with the work there. No
doubt he will have new insight into the additional challenges the recent hurricanes have added to the work
there. They do much work in the orphanages where many children have been baptized and now they are
working to train the headmasters to share the Gospel with the children in their care. It is sure to be a very inspiring presentation. At the spring rally in April, the membership voted to adopt the Haiti project as the recipient of our offerings during this year for our world mission project. The LWMS offering envelope in our packet
was on August 13th, and if you would still like to donate to these mission projects you may do so. Just mark
your envelope for LWMS and we can get it included in this fall’s offering or taken along for the rally offering.
In other LWMS news, Dianne Pacl was privileged to attend the 2017 convention held in Orlando, FL in June.
There were 542 attendees this year and 55 out of the 60 national circuits were represented. So many wonderful presentations were given by our foreign and stateside missionaries. People around the world are hungry
for the Gospel message and our support through prayers and offerings are very important in carrying out Jesus’ Great Commission to “make disciples of all nations”. The offerings we gather here at St. Paul’s combined
with fellow LWMS sisters throughout the country were able to contribute over $39,000 to Nepal and the same
amount to the Equipment Fund to assist Home mission endeavors. Service offerings totaled $26,000 to other
projects. Truly, when we join hands, hearts, and gifts to serve, blessings abound! The message of Christ’s love
for sinners is being shared around the world. It is so important that we support these missions so God’s messengers can keep repeating the message wherever God has called them. The 2018 convention will be held
right here in Green Bay, WI on June 21-24. Consider checking this out - you will be blessed!
Children in elementary and Sunday schools have been supporting the LWMS kids c.a.r.e. (care about reaching
everyone with the Gospel) program for over 10 years. The children learn about a mission, pray for the mission,
and bring their offerings to meet its needs. Through this program the children learn that they too have an important role in sharing the good news about Jesus. The students of St. Paul’s participated in this program last
year, gathering their offerings for the Family Ministry Outreach project and joining with other children through
the Synod were able to offer $37,379.45. This year’s project is called “Feeding Jesus’ Lambs in Nepal”. Nepal is
the poorest country in Asia and over half of the children are malnourished. It is also often called one of the
least Christian countries in the world. We want to help the children in Nepal by providing food for the body as
well as for the soul. Please encourage your children/grandchildren to share in this opportunity. Offerings are
gathered at our school, but also may be brought in at any time during the school year. They are sent out in
May.
Thank you for your prayers, offerings and any other support you are able to offer.
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—WELS—
Church address
119 South East Street
PO Box 125
Wonewoc, WI 53968
School Address
101 Church Street
Box 325
Wonewoc, WI 53968
Phone:
608) 464-3212

We’re on the Web!

October Birthdays
1
2
3
4
6
7
8
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
20
21
22
23
24
25
27
28
29
30
31

Caleb Olson, Olivia Peesel
Ron Krueger
Jordon Erickson, Ashley Hometh, Carol Krueger, Breanne Schraufnagel,
Britni Schraufnagel, Julie Lankey-Smallwood
Sarah Schultz
Jessica Erie, Joey Krueger, TJ Mayer
Robert Pagel, Ronnie Rick, Kathy Robinson
Caroline Apker, Albany Holder-Dean, Michelle Pagel, Ryan Seager,
Dean Wildenradt, Clayton Wolfe
Kaden Brandau, Colton Raupp, Jerry Schultz
Daniel Eberhardt, Mark Preuss, Danica Rizzo, Jeff Young
Roland Jasper, Anthony Ott, Mackenzie Snyder
Brooke Lawrence
Christopher Haase, Charles Pattridge, Roger Stanek, Barbara Young
Jett Behn, Marcus Mitchell
Jodi Lankey, Douglas Pattridge
Ryan Degner, Gracelyn Ott
Aubrey Myers
Stephanie Frick, Shelby Gregory, Sandra Hagemann, Ethel Ott
Shawn Lehman, Dan Oetzman, Marilyn Orth
Brian Schroeder, Tammy Wells, Doug Westedt
Chuck Hubele, Jeff Schmidt, Gary Wells, Chelsea Wiese
Allen Bender, Leona Clark, Chelsey Dorow, Zach Preuss
Jenell Snyder
Keith Campbell, Denise Lawrence, Don Preston
Jordan Lehman, Gary Myers, Melissa Pauls
Thomas Anderson, Eugene Peesel
Elaine Hepp, John Straight
Carie Kopenhafer, Anna Pagel
Lee Kucher

See us at:
www.stplutheranwonewoc.com

Email:
Pastor:
Rev. Peter Snyder
Email:
revsnyder@stplutheranwonewoc.com

Principal & Grades 6, 7 & 8
Rick Zimmerman
zimmermanfp@gmail.com

Grades 3, 4 & 5
Jenell Snyder
Email:
jsnyder@stplutheranwonewoc.com

Grades 1 & 2
Helen Rick
Email:
hrick@stplutheranwonewoc.com

Grades Pre –K & Kindergarten
Valerie Hagemann
Email:
vhagemann@stplutheranwonewoc.com

Church/School Secretary
Jan Fick
Email:
secretary@stplutheranwonewoc.com

If we missed your birthday, we’re sorry.
Please let us know and we will make the correction.
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