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From the Pastor
THE FIRST COMMANDMENT
This is the first in a series of – you guessed it – ten articles. The purpose is to review what
most of us learned in catechism class and to see each commandment, which is law, also in
light of the gospel.
You shall have have no other gods.
What does this mean?
We should fear, love and trust in God above all things.
Do you remember “The Brady Bunch” TV show? There are elements of the show that have
endured (“Marsha, Marsha, Marsha!”), but there’s a certain episode that, for some reason, has
stuck with me. In the episode the oldest son, Greg, gets grounded. It went something like this:
After nearly getting into an accident because of inattentive driving, Greg is told by his parents
that he can’t drive his car for a week. But he has to pick up tickets to a concert that he and his
friend are going to as a double date. His friend can’t drive, so he drives his friend’s parents’
car to get the tickets. When his parents find out, they accuse him of disobeying them. He argues that their exact words were that he couldn’t drive his car, so technically he wasn’t disobeying them. You can imagine how the rest of the conversation played out.
God says, “You shall have no other gods.” What are other gods?
The sinful heart that is trying to get away with something says that false gods that have names
and are worshipped and have a religion built around them – those are “other gods.” Luther,
however, says that anything that we fear (honor, respect), love, or trust more than God, even
temporarily, is another god.
Luther is right. He’s right because the Bible says he is.
Sinful people have always tried to find loopholes with laws, whether they are man’s laws or
God’s. But there are no loopholes with God’s law. And here’s another thing about God’s law: it
doesn’t matter if someone hasn’t heard this commandment. As Paul says, “For even before
the law was given, sin was in the world. Now, sin is not charged to one’s account if
there is no law, and yet death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even
over those whose sin was not like the transgression of Adam” [i.e., not the breaking of a
specific command that was given] (Romans 5:13,14). Earlier in his letter he writes, “Indeed,
all people who have sinned without law will also perish without law, and all the people
who have sinned in connection with law will be judged by law… In fact, whenever Gentiles, who do not have the law, do by nature what the law requires—even though they
do not have the law—they are a law for themselves. They demonstrate the work of the
law that is written in their hearts, since their conscience also bears witness as their
thoughts go back and forth, at times accusing or at times even defending them” (Romans 2:12,14,15).
(Continued on the next page)
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(From the Pastor – continued from the previous page)
God put the law in our hearts, as well as the natural knowledge that there is a God, which means there are no excuses. If at
any time you have ever feared, loved, or trusted something or someone more than God, you have broken the first commandment. You have sinned.
This isn’t news to us. We know this. But it’s important that as we look at each commandment, we look at them as in a mirror
in order to see our sin. This is always the first and primary use of the law.
Again, from Romans, “Now we know that whatever the law says is addressed to those who are under the law, so that
every mouth will be silenced and the whole world will be subject to God’s judgment. For this reason, no one will be
declared righteous in his sight by works of the law, for through the law we become aware of sin” (Romans 3:19,20).
For those who might think that we spend too much time talking about sin, the problem is that, not long after we stop talking
and thinking about our sin, we start ignoring that we are sinners, which leads to a change in our understanding of what is sin
and what isn’t. Being aware of our sin and honest about its seriousness and consequences is something we regularly need,
most importantly because it paves the way for the gospel.
The good news is that Jesus feared, loved, and trusted in the Father above all things for us. He died on the cross to pay for
our sins against this commandment. Simply because we believe this, God credits us with righteousness, as if we have never
sinned, ever.
So that’s it? We don’t have to worry about this law? Well, we certainly don’t have to worry about obeying it get to heaven.
Heaven is ours in Jesus. What the law does now is guide us in thankful, honorable and God-honoring, blessed living. We
know that keeping God first in our hearts, words, and actions is what’s best. It honors God, which we want. It thanks God,
which we want. It helps protect our hearts, because neither we nor God want other things poisoning our hearts and leading
us away from him.
God help us to always use this commandment properly, that we see when we have sinned, turn to Jesus for forgiveness,
and strive to honor, love, and trust God above all.

Church News
+

Memorials and Gifts
Fund

10 FOR 10 STEWARDSHIP PLAN
Beginning the second Sunday in September we will
begin 10 weeks (with a couple of breaks for special
Sundays), of presenting the 10 for 10 stewardship
plan. This program is meant to encourage discipleship and a prayerful, thoughtful, and intentional approach to Christian giving. This will be gradually
presented over several weeks this fall to get us to
look at a way of stewardship to God’s glory and for
our good.

In Memory/Honor Of

School Music Program

Marvin Doering

ADULT BIBLE STUDY & SUNDAY SCHOOL
Adult Bible Study for the fall will begin on September
8 right after fellowship each Sunday. Due to low attendance over the past couple of years, we will not be
holding Sunday School for the present time. We
hope to have a survey of parents with options for Sundays soon. Please talk to Pastor Snyder if you have
questions or comments.

You will also be receiving several mailings, devotional pieces, and a commitment packet over the
next several months as part of our 10 for 10 Stewardship Emphasis. Receive them in the spirit they
are offered: As an opportunity to grow in faith and in
the grace of giving. Study them. Think about them.
Pray through them. They will help keep our stewardship emphasis centered in Christ and the cross
as we seek to avoid financial quick-fixes and gimmicks!

SR. CHOIR
Sr. Choir begins practices on Wednesday, September 11, at 8:00 PM. You don’t have to be an expert
singer; no one is a professional, so come join us in
singing praises to our Lord and have some fun and
fellowship as well!

May the Lord of the Church richly bless our St.
Paul’s family as we seek to excel in the grace of giving!
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More News
BIBLE STUDY
EMBRACING GODLY CHARACTER

SEPTEMBER MUSIC AND FELLOWSHIP EVENTS
There are a couple of music events coming up in September that you won’t want to miss.

Beginning Thursday, September 12⋅
9:30 – 10:30am OR 6:30 – 7:30pm
(Held at 2 times to fit your schedule)
We live in a godless culture. What are we to do when
the faith of the next generation is threatened and
challenged? We respond by embracing godly character. Embracing godly character means exploring how
to center our lives on God’s Word and promises. It
means learning how the Christian community of old
responded to similar cultural challenges. And it
means being rooted in the identity God has given us
through Christ. Parents and other faith leaders within
the Christian community are essential to raising godly
families, and that begins with starting a conversation
about the role that character formation plays in equipping the next generation to stand firm in the faith—for
now and for generations to come. Join us weekly
(with a few skipped weeks) for 13 Thursdays of conversation based on the book by Kenneth Kremer. If
you can't join us in person, there are videos available
on-line at your leisure. Look to our website www.stplutheranwonewoc.com - to see how to sign
up and access the videos.

FARMHOUSE FEST
2019

First is FARMHOUSE FEST, a live musical event beginning at 5pm and running until midnight on September 21st. This event is hosted and put on by our sister
in Christ, Leah Rachuj, at her place just outside of
Wonewoc at S371 Hwy G.
Tickets are $10 with 50% going to school renovations projects. T-shirts commemorating Farmhouse
Fest 2019 will be sold there with 100% of the proceeds going to our school. There will also be a silent
auction for a homemade farmhouse style
pew (value: $700). Soup and sandwiches will be
available for purchase from The Neighbors of Wonewoc and there will be games for kids of all ages. In
case it gets cool, there will also be a fire at the end of
the night. All are welcome!

ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT
We are looking for ladies who would be willing to help
plan our 3rd annual Advent by Candlelight program.
This event has been well-received and we would like to
continue this as a regular activity for the Advent season. A planning meeting for October is being tentatively scheduled. Please talk to Jan Fick or call the
church office during regular office hours if you would be
willing to help get this going for 2019. Thank you for
considering this.

On Sunday September 22, the Lutheran Ceili (pronounced kay-lee) Orchestra will be here at St. Paul’s
to present A Celtic Service at both the 8:00am and
10:30am worship service. Arranged around the format of a traditional Lutheran liturgy, these services
feature traditional hymns and tunes from the Celtic
lands played on authentic Celtic instruments including
the Irish uileann bagpipes, tin whistle, fiddle, bodhran
and more, set to a scenic photo and video backdrop.
This group was founded at St. Marcus, Milwaukee by
Pastor Mark Jeske (formerly the host of Time of Grace
Ministries). The group is now led by Joey Schumann,
a 7-time performer at Carnegie Hall and an instrumentalist with some internationally known Celtic artists.
The music is uplifting and reverent and you will come
away with a better understanding of the role Celtic
Christians have played in spreading the Gospel.

E-MAIL ADDRESSES REQUESTED
Please consider sharing your email address so that we
may keep you up to date on the news and happenings
in the congregation and synod, as well as share a scripture passage or two. You can share your email by going to our website and clicking the “church and school”
heading at the top of the page. Then click on the secretary email and you will be able to send an email with
your address. Or, you may write it in when you sign the
friendship register on Sundays. (Take an extra line if
you feel crowded). Thank you. And check out our daily
messages on Facebook.
PUBLIC SCHOOL CATECHISM
An introductory meeting for public school Catechism
students and their parents will be held this Wednesday,
September 4th at 6:00pm. Classes start on September
11 at 6:00pm.
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School Scoop
Celebrating 140 Years of
Christian Education

WORK TO DO
With the Lord begin your task; Jesus will direct it.
For his aid and counsel ask; Jesus will perfect it.
Eve’ry morn with Jesus rise, and, when day is ended,
In his name then close your eyes; be to him commended. (CW 478:1)
“Commit your way to the Lord. Trust in him, and he will act” (Psalm 37:5).
We ended the school year last May and we knew there was work to do. We had big plans to do some bathroom remodeling, to paint the halls, to put in new lighting, and to refinish the coat racks/shelves/benches. Of
course, nothing goes perfectly. We ran into some bumps, some hiccups, and some challenges. However, God
has blessed our efforts. While there will still be some work to do after the school year begins, most of what we
wanted to do has been accomplished. We are thankful for the many volunteers who have done the work here.
We are especially thankful to God for his goodness, direction, and aid.
Now the main work begins. We start our 140th year of St. Paul’s Lutheran School on Tuesday, September 3rd.
It’s important that we remember that all the work that we’ve done with the building is in order to better do the
work inside the building that we’ve committed to do: give children a quality elementary education with Christ at
the center. So we commit ourselves to this work and we commit this work and this year and ourselves to the
Lord. Let’s trust that he will act to bless us according to his good and gracious will.
Just so you know what has been accomplished this summer, here’s a list:
•
•
•
•
•
•

The routine summer work of scheduled cleaning and re-waxing has been done by the school custodian.
The school hallways have been painted.
The coatracks in the main hallway have been refinished and new coat hooks have been fastened to
them.
New ceilings and lights have been installed in the bathrooms, as well as new toilets, new sinks with
countertops, new partitions, and a fresh coat of paint.
LED lights have been put in the library and the hallway at that end of the school. LED lights will be put
in the rest of the school, including the gym, after the school year begins.
The special projects were mostly funded by special gifts and fundraisers.

In addition to this we had to put 3K & 4K together with kindergarten. Miss Brander will teach this group, but we
have also added Mrs. Barb Santas as a teacher’s aide to Miss Brander so that this arrangement will succeed.
Mrs. Karen Wafle is heading up the after-school care program. Mrs. Joretta Weber and Mrs. Anita Huebner will
continue to provide the Pre-K after care. Mrs. Jan Fick is now the full-time administrative assistant.
We have faithful workers and faithful volunteers who will help to make this school year a success. We have
faithful parents who will encourage their children and cooperate with the teachers to help ensure their children’s success. And, again, above all we have a faithful and gracious Lord who has promised his blessing.
With the Lord we begin the year!

SCHOOL DAY PARKING
Please take note that parking on school days should only be on the church side of the area between
church and school. Also, we ask that you please not park in front of the south side of school during
morning drop off and afternoon pick up. The buses need to park there to see students safely on and
off the bus.
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September 2019
Sunday
1

Monday
2

9:00 AM Worship
with Communion

Tuesday

Thursday

Friday

3

4

5

6

School Begins

9:00 AM Shut In Visits

9:30 AM Bible
Study

8:05 AM Chapel

11:30 AM Ladies Aid
meets @ Neighbors
for Lunch

6:30 PM Bible
Study

8:05 AM
Opening Service

10:15 AM Fellowship

Wednesday

Saturday
7

1:30 PM Ladies Aid
Business Meeting

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

9:00 AM Shut In Visits

9:30 AM Bible
Study

8:00 AM Elders

6:30 PM
Panther Parents

6:30 PM Public
School Catechism

6:30 PM Bible
Study

8:05 AM Chapel
All School Field Trip
Necedah Wildlife
Refuge

17

18

19

20

21

9:00 AM Shut In Visits

9:30 AM Bible
Study

8:05 AM Chapel
Grades K-5 to Kendall
for Field Trip

6:30 PM Public
School Catechism

6:30 PM Bible
Study

25

26

27

9:30 AM Bible
Study

8:05 AM Chapel

8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Fellowship
& Adult Bible Class
10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM Altar Guild

15

16

8:00 AM Worship
with Communion

Parent Transport
Day
No Hot Lunch

9:15 AM Fellowship
& Adult Bible Class

5:00 PM
Farm Fest 2019

6:30 PM Trustees

10:30 AM Worship
with Communion
(Grades 6-8 sing)

22

1:30 PM
Care Ministry

23

24

8:00 AM Worship
LUTHERAN CEILI
ORCHESTRA
6:30 PM Public
School Catechism

9:15 AM Fellowship
& Adult Bible Class

6:30 PM Bible
Study

10:30 AM Worship
LUTHERAN CEILI
ORCHESTRA
Pastor’s Conference

29

30

8:00 AM Worship

9:00 AM Newsletter
Article & Calendar
Deadline

9:15 AM Fellowship
& Adult Bible Class
10:30 AM Worship
(Grades 3-5 sing)

School Begins September 3!
4

Lutheran Ceili
Orchestra
September 22
8:00 & 10:30
Worship
Services
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—WELS—
Church address
119 South East Street
PO Box 125
Wonewoc, WI 53968
School Address
101 Church Street
Box 325
Wonewoc, WI 53968
Phone:
608) 464-3212

We’re on the Web!
See us at:
www.stplutheranwonewoc.com

September Birthdays
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
25
26
27
28
29
30

Jaylee Bolton, Rudy Lawton, Kinlee Stanek
Ethel Degner, Jenny Heding-Weber
Kadence Hamburg
Zach Bender, Blake Dorn, Rebecca Hahn
Zane Bender, Marcus Campbell, Michael Erie, Jan Fick
Eastyn Fry, Addilyn Green, Riley Green
Nickolas Baldwin
Albert Olson
Myron Hamburg
Samantha Erie, Vera Gehri
Morgan Preuss
Brynley Burns, Donna Helm, Jon Thorell
Iszak Elder, Dale Feldman, Jason Mitchell, Jason Ott, Nathan Preuss,
Merv Vaassen
Charlie Larson
Michelle Clark, Daniel Lange, Clayton Thompson
Shelley Degner, Marvin Mittlesteadt, Ben Preston, Jeff Wafle, Sr.
Annalies Brander, Mindy Dougherty, Audrey Gehri
Elizabeth Hanson, Jace Rick, Sandra Weber
Billy Filler, Troy Gander, Edgar Laubscher, Jace Rick, Sandra Weber
Joe Ennis, Ann Kruger
Faye Hubele, Kaleb Olson, LeaAnn Raupp
James Smallwood II
Misty Herritz, Oakley Schultz
Charlene Bender, Shirley Cox, Delores Wells
Mason Huebel, Diane Plantenberg
Jen Gander, Jessica Ott
Scott Elder, Mark Lankey
Jeffery Fry
Toby Boldon, Janet Field, Micah Fulton, Cede Goetzinger

If we missed your birthday, we’re sorry. Please let us know and we will make the correction.
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Email:
Pastor/Principal:
Rev. Peter Snyder
Email:
revsnyder@stplutheranwonewoc.com

Grades 6, 7 & 8
Valerie Hagemann
Email:
vhagemann@stplutheranwonewoc.com

Grades 3, 4 & 5
Jenell Snyder
Email:
jsnyder@stplutheranwonewoc.com

Grades 1 & 2
Helen Rick
Email:
hrick@stplutheranwonewoc.com

Kindergarten & Early Childhood
Annalies Brander
Email:
abrander@stplutheranwonewoc.com

Administrative Assistant
Jan Fick
Email:
office@stplutheranwonewoc.com

